SHADOW STAMP TECHNIQUES

Shadow stamping, or block stamping, seems to be everywhere these days. Shadow stamps also come in a range of shapes and sizes; your choices are not just limited to squares and boxes anymore. The possibilities could be endless. I am going to try to cover the basics and some fun alternatives. A quick note about ink: Lighter shade inks work best since you don’t want your background to overpower your main image. Also remember to use colors that look good together. Dye inks work for certain techniques, and pigment inks work better for others. I will try to indicate which ink works best with each technique.

1. The easiest technique involves stamping your shadow stamp with light ink on paper. Then take an image stamp, ink it, and stamp in the shadow. You can create an entire background using several shadow stamps. This technique would also work well for collage, or to add dimension to your artwork. Both pigment and dye based inks work for this one. 


2. You can stamp an image stamp directly onto the surface of your shadow stamp, and then stamp the shadow stamp onto paper. This creates a mirror image. The best ink to use would be pigment.


3. Another technique is to use your shadow stamp to create a frame. Any type ink works for this. Just ink the edges of your shadow stamp and stamp. Then place your image inside.


4. Here is one that requires the use of pigment ink. Take your shadow stamp and ink it up. Do not stamp yet! Then take an UNINKED image stamp and stamp the inked shadow stamp itself. Wipe off the image stamp, and repeat the process until you get a pattern on your shadow stamp. The important thing to remember is that you are removing ink from the shadow stamp so your image stamp must be clean each time it touches the shadow stamp. Then stamp your shadow stamp. 


5. This technique is like #4, but instead of using an image stamp to remove ink, you can use things you find around your house to remove the ink from your shadow stamp. Some suggestions are a piece of corrugated cardboard with the ridges exposed or some plastic wrap. Try spritzing some water onto your shadow stamp before stamping. By removing the ink off your stamp, you can create interesting textured backgrounds. (Remember shadow stamps come in all kinds of sizes!)


6. Use your shadow stamps to create objects. How about making a snowman? Who says he has to be round? Or you can make a birthday package. Your only limit here is your imagination. 

Shadow Stamping with Radiant Pearls
Take a shadow stamp of choice. Stipple your favorite colors of radiant pearls all over them and then stamp it. Let this absorb into your paper. Once it’s dry then you can stamp on top of it!

Make Your Own Shadow Stamps
Use Fun Foam to make your own shadow stamps. Simply cut out your square, round or any shape with plain or decorative scissors. Attach to a wooden block with rubber cement or use your favorite mounting technique and you have your own shadow stamp! Mimic the shape of one of your stamps. For example, if you have an image of a butterfly, stamp the image and use that as a guide to cut the fun foam slightly larger, but in the same shape. Then use the foam as a shadow stamp and stamp your butterfly image on top.

Shadows With Chalks
Using the VersaMark pad, stamp your choice of shadow stamp on cardstock. Using a cotton ball, pat chalk color wherever you want it. With a soft brush, cover the ink stamp image with black. You can either leave as is, or emboss in clear (the Versamark underneath the chalk is still "wet) -- OR -- you can color with colored pencils. Because the Versamark is still "wet", it's easy to blend and color.

Shadow Stamping With Pearl Ex
Need: Shadow Stamp, Dragonfly, Iris
This is a variation on the dark cardstock w/ Pearl Ex. Using the VersaMark pad, stamp the shadow stamp using a soft brush, dip it into various colors of Pearl Ex and "bounce", "swirl" or "streak" the powder over the cardstock when you're done applying the Pearl Ex, brush it around, covering all of the VersaMark ink — brush off excess Pearl Ex.
Tips: You can dry with a heat gun (this will take awhile). If you are impatient, use your heat gun as a backup. I found that the Versamark wasn't drying fast enough for me. So I stamped the image in black Fabrico and then I embossed the entire image in clear. Use a black matte cardstock to mount.

Around The Edges
Ink your shadow stamp with the main color (soft gold).
Ink just the edges with a contrasting color (purple).
Stamp the shadow stamp over stamp w/ flower (black)
Stamp saying in the "edge" color used above


Stripes & Blocks 
INKS: pigment inks in blue and gold, dye inks in pastels (Kaleidacolor Bouquet) Versamark.
Card stocks: US white, lovely lilac, bliss blue.
Other: gold elastic thread, flat bead, foam tape
1. Using the Kaleidacolor pad, stamp the shadow stamp at random on a white panel in different shades of green, purple, and blue. 
2. Using the edge of a pigment inkpad (such as the option pads by Colorbox). Slash blue lines vertically and diagonally down the panel. 
3. Using the edge of a gold inkpad, slash lines horizontally across the panel. Allow to dry. Affix panel to a purple one. 
4. Wrap with gold cord/thread and a bead. Using the shadow stamp, stamp at random on folded blue card. 
5. Brush with gold metallic powder. Fix using a fixative such as Krylon. Use foam tape to raise the decorative panel off from the blue card.

Double Loading
1. Using a tri-color Kaliedacolor pad, ink the shadow.
2. Use 2 of the colors each time, create a pattern if desired. You can use a stamp positioner or just "eye ball it" whichever you’re more comfortable with.
3. Over stamp shadow with image using black permanent ink.
Hint: Reason for using a multi-color pad — you know that the colors look good together!

Mini Book
These can be any size you choose. 
1. Stamp the mini-pages with any ink.
2. Stamp the shadow using 2 colors from the Kaliedacolor pad. 
3. Change how you hold the stamp when you stamp the pages — make all the odd pages pink/purple, and all the even pages purple/pink.
4. Then stamp the phrase inside the shadow cut out the pages and assemble.

